
COMMISSION DECISION

of 12 October 2006

amending, for the purposes of adapting to technical progress, the Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC of
the European Parliament and of the Council as regards exemptions for applications of lead and

cadmium

(notified under document number C(2006) 4790)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2006/691/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Directive 2002/95/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 27 January 2003 on the
restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in elec-
trical and electronic equipment (1), and in particular Article
5(1)(b) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Directive 2002/95/EC requires the Commission to
evaluate certain hazardous substances prohibited
pursuant to Article 4(1) of that Directive.

(2) Certain materials and components containing lead and
cadmium should be exempted from the prohibition,
since the use of these hazardous substances in those
specific materials and components is still unavoidable,
or because the negative environmental, health or
consumer safety impacts caused by substitution are
likely to outweigh the environmental, health or
consumer safety benefits thereof. The exemptions listed
in the annex to this decision are granted on the basis of
the results of a review process carried out by technical
experts taking into account available evidence from
studies, stakeholders and other scientific/technical
sources. This review concluded that the elimination or
substitution of the substances is still technically or scien-
tifically impracticable.

(3) Some exemptions from the prohibition for certain
specific materials or components should be limited in
their scope, in order to achieve a gradual phase-out of

hazardous substances in electrical and electronic
equipment, given that the use of those substances in
such applications will become avoidable.

(4) Pursuant to Article 5(1)(c) of Directive 2002/95/EC each
exemption listed in the Annex must be subject to a
review at least every four years or four years after an
item is added to the list.

(5) Directive 2002/95/EC should therefore be amended
accordingly.

(6) Pursuant to Article 5(2) of Directive 2002/95/EC, the
Commission has consulted the relevant parties.

(7) The measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Committee esta-
blished by Article 18 of Directive 2006/12/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council (2),

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

The Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC is amended as set out in
the Annex to this Decision.

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 12 October 2006.

For the Commission
Stavros DIMAS

Member of the Commission
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(1) OJ L 37, 13.2.2003, p. 19. Directive as last amended by
Commission Decision 2006/310/EC (OJ L 115, 28.4.2006, p. 38). (2) OJ L 114, 27.4.2006, p. 9.



ANNEX

In the Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC the following points 21 to 27 are added:

‘21. Lead and cadmium in printing inks for the application of enamels on borosilicate glass.

22. Lead as impurity in RIG (rare earth iron garnet) Faraday rotators used for fibre optic communications systems.

23. Lead in finishes of fine pitch components other than connectors with a pitch of 0.65 mm or less with NiFe lead
frames and lead in finishes of fine pitch components other than connectors with a pitch of 0.65 mm or less with
copper lead frames.

24. Lead in solders for the soldering to machined through hole discoidal and planar array ceramic multilayer capacitors.

25. Lead oxide in plasma display panels (PDP) and surface conduction electron emitter displays (SED) used in structural
elements; notably in the front and rear glass dielectric layer, the bus electrode, the black stripe, the address electrode,
the barrier ribs, the seal frit and frit ring as well as in print pastes.

26. Lead oxide in the glass envelope of Black Light Blue (BLB) lamps.

27. Lead alloys as solder for transducers used in high-powered (designated to operate for several hours at acoustic power
levels of 125 dB SPL and above) loudspeakers.’
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Environnement 
   B-Lands Consulting - 136 rue Stalingrad - 38100 Grenoble - France 
   Phone: +33 476 702 688 - Fax: +33 476 702 651 - Email: europa@reach-compliance.eu 
   http://www.reach-compliance.eu 

 
REACH COMPLIANCE 

REGULATION (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, 
Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing a European Chemicals Agency, amending Directive 
1999/45/EC and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/94 as well as Council Directive 
76/769/EEC and Commission Directives 91/155/EEC, 93/67/EEC, 93/105/EC and 2000/21/EC. 
 

DIRECTIVE 2006/121/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 amending Council Directive 67/548/EEC 
on the approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions relating to the classification, packaging and labelling of dangerous 
substances in order to adapt it to Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of 
Chemicals (REACH) and establishing a European Chemicals Agency. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
About B-Lands Consulting 
 

B-Lands Consulting provides consultancy services and LEAP AHEAD® services designed to help 
worldwide organisations comply with European Union regulations.  
 

Our company provides business friendly services on the following European Union environmental regulations: 
 

- REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of CHemicals) legislation 
- ELV / VHU (End of Life Vehicle:/ Vehicules Hors d’Usage) legislation 
- EuP (Energy Using Products) legislation 
- WEEE  (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) legislation 
- RoHS  (Restriction of the use of Hazardous Substances) legislation   

As some EU compulsory requirements are country specific, such as for the WEEE legislation, our services 
are designed to adapt and conform to each country's rules and regulations, while serving both business-to-
business (B2B) and business-to-consumer (B2C) companies.  
 

We assist our customers in determining proper regulation compliance schemes, including collaborative 
schemes involving other businesses such as Substance Information Exchange Forums (SIEFs). 
 

 
Performed services  
 

B-Lands Consulting offers one-stop EU regulations compliance solutions throughput all 27-EU Member 
States. 
 

Services include: 
- EU relevant regulations monitoring. 
- Suppliers chain compliance analysis. 
- Information on products labelling and other manufacturer's obligations. 
- Analysis of the company products distribution system trough all EU states (Subsidiaries, distributors, 

retailers). 
- Audits on manufactured products, chemical substances & preparations (Classifications, exemption 

conditions, etc.). 
- REACH Compliance requirements, risks assessment reports, substances full registration process 
- Design of proposal for cooperation between the client and its EU distributors in any EU member 

state. 
- Conveying products testing through a third party (Testing Labs, certifications) 
- Filling of exemptions petitions on behalf of our clients to the European Commission. 
- A pan European WEEE registration and recycling service for all 27-EU Member States. 
- Handling of all the required paperwork. Contracts, powers of attorney are to be submitted to the 

client for approval and signature. 
 

 
Additional benefits are: 
 

- The implementation and execution of smooth and on schedule compliance overhauls. 
- A single and a consistent corporate solution for all EU compliance requirements. 
- A single entry point for reporting to the EU bodies and registries.  

 


